
����������	
�����
���������
�
�
�

�
� �

���� �	

������������������	���	������� ������������� �
� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 � 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � �� 
 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � �  
 www.communi tygarde nc lu bofco has set .o rg                                         dnbe nso n @ comcast .ne t  

�����������	�������� �
�


��������� �  �	�	���!��"����
����#����
��������� $���	������%		��
����#����
��������� �����%��"���
&��	������'��������� (	�	����&	��
�	����)	������'���� !�����	��������
���������� � ��������*��
��
(�����	��+� ����������������
� �������(��"
����
� ,����-.�		���
� *�������'������

����������	�
�
�� �
����	�/��������������	�)�	
	���������������
�������0�������������������	������������
)�������	�1��	�)�	
	���������������
�	��������	��	��	��������������	�����1�����
�	��	�������	�
���)�	���
���	������
�������
����	�����������������������
�2�
�

Community Garden Club 
www.communitygardenclubofcohasset.org 

 Lee Jenkins 
2009 Club President 

����We have arrived at that perilous time of the year wondering every 
morning if walking will be safe.  Mother Nature has certainly been 
giving us some beautiful white days lately. As a reminder, if the 
roads are bad, the schools are closed, our meetings are cancelled. 
    Even without regular meetings, your board members have been  
busy through the holidays and into the New Year.  
    Our impromptu UNIQUE BOUTIQUE over the Holidays proved to be a  
fruitful venture.  Through the generosity of Wayne Sawchuk in allowing us to 
use his storefront on So. Main Street, the club realized a profit of $1682.  We  
appreciate all the work the members put into this venture at the last minute  
during a very busy time for all of us.  
    Even though the weather may be daunting, our board has provided us with an 
eclectic venue for February from discovering how to scent soap to exploring a 
line design.  We ended the month with our speaker discussing the design of an 
earth friendly landscape.  
    Don’t forget the Boston Flower Show will return again this year in March. 
 
Happy Valentine’s Day!              Lee 

Garden Club Federation of Massachusetts 
www.gcfm.org 

Unique Boutique 
 

Judy Dickstein and Lee 
Jenkins pictured outside 

the Garden Club’s holiday 
store.  Thank you to  

members, their families 
and friends who made our 

little venture a success! 

Feb  9  N.Andover GC “Design Strategies 
       from Great Gardens; N.Parish Church 
        N.Andover,  7-9p 
   10  Lexington GC “Art in Bloom Road 
         Show” @ Natl Heritage Museum 
    22  Horticulture Morning Espousal  
          Center, Waltham 10am 
 
Mar    GCFMA Environmental Study 
 School, Course II, Series III   
 Nantasket Beach Hotel &  
 Conference Center,  Hull 
    11 Lexington Field & G.C. “Holiday 
 Decorating on a Dime” 9:30-11:30 
 Natl Heritage Museum, Lexington 
    29  Horticultural Morning @ Espousal 
 Center Waltham 10 am 
    31  Civic Development Workshop @ 
           Espousal Center, Waltham 10 am 
Apr 13  Design WorkshopII @ Espousal Center, 
            Waltham 10 am 
        28  Designing Principles III @ Espousal 
 Center, Waltham 10 am 
 

” 

Feb 2  Executive Board Meeting @ 9:30  
 @ Lightkeepers Cottage 
       8   Junior Gardeners “Language of 
            Flowers”   @ Deer Hill 2:30-3:30 
 

       9   Horticulture Workshop 
 “Naturally Scented” with Julia 
 Peterson @ Lightkeepers 9:30 
     10  Garden Therapy “Be My Valentine” 
 Golden Living Center 2-3 pm 
     16    Design Workshop @ Lightkeepers 
 9:30-11:30 am 
     23     Monthly Meeting “Ecological  
             Gardenmaker’s Roots” 2nd Cong. 
             Church; Coffee 9am; Meeting 9:30 
 

Mar 2   Executive Board Meeting @ 9:30  
 @ Lightkeepers Cottage 
         8   Junior Gardeners “Our Feathered 
 Friends” @ Deer Hill  2:30 
         9  Horticulture “Perennials—Best  
             In Show” @ Kennedys Country 
             Gardens  9:30 meeting 
        10   Garden Therapy “Pot of Gold” @ 
             Golden Living Center 2-3 pm 
        16 Design Workshop “Painting with 
             Nancy Wholly @ Lightkeepers 9:30 
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POPLAR  (Poplulus spp.)   Submitted by Judy Dickstein 
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Bird by Bird Gardening by Sally Roth has been donated to the Paul Pratt Library 
in Memory of club member Marjorie Paley. 
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Our December general meeting was Holiday Luncheon with a certain preference of the Chinese 
culture which was held at Nagoya Kanko Hotel adored by exotic music performed by Mr. Senso 

Nakashima with a “Niko,” a Chinese fiddle strung with only 
two bowstrings accompanied by his wife with a synthesizer.  
The music was preceded by a unique Chinese tea ceremony 
performed by Ms. Zui Bin Bin, a Chinese lady using Tiek-
wanyin, the most refined oolong tea leaves with unique orchid 
fragrance.  Shanghai, China is going to sponsor the 2010 
EXPO to be held in coming summer, therefore our Holiday 
Luncheon was intended, as neighbors and as successful path-
finders of the 2005 EXPO Aichi held in this area, to understand and get acquainted with their cul-
tural background through tea, music and traditional court cuisine. 
     Hanako Ishikawa, MC clad in Japanese Kimono, declared the opening of the Holiday Luncheon.   
Takako Kohri, President who is also liaison expressed her hearty appreciation for everybody’s co-
operation in the past months. She reported about her unforgetable visit to Cohasset in partaking the 

flower show on the special occasion of the 50th anniversary of The Community Garden Club of Cohasset. 
     Junko Imaizumi, Director, with her thanks to all the members for their good co-operation, recalled highlights of the club’s activities 
for this year.  Before starting Chinese tea ceremony, Mieko Murase, Program Chairman asked us to pay the attention to the differences 
of performances to be followed in comparison with Japanese tea ceremony and then introduced Ms. Zui Bin Bin who dressed in a 
pretty Chinese dress. Unlike the Japanese tea ceremony, the Chinese tea ceremony emphasizes the tea itself, rather than the ceremony.  
They enjoy to taste, smell tea and compare the differences of the tea with previous ones. Therefore, the performance of the Chinese tea 
ceremony seems not as formal or stiff-mannered but rather as gentle hospitality.  First the tea-kettle was filled with hot water and then 
to warm the cups and even tea pot, hot water was poured on all of them placed on a slatted drain-board inside an oblong wooden shal-
low container on the table. The hot water was emptied into the slatted drain-board.  Now tea leaves were put in the pot and rinsed two 
or three times to wash. Thereafter tea was served to all the attended members and guests individually with tiny cups filled with tea just 
arranged. Elegant and somewhat oriental fragrance of orchid was drifted over the entire hall. It was appreciated that Ms. Zui used ex-
pensive tea leaves of so old that they had to be rinsed and cleaned before being brewed. It might not be too exaggerated to say that we 
all have been in a mood of being treated in the Palace of the Dragon King. According to her explanation, some expensive oolong tea 

leaves could be easily two hundred years old. 
     Then very oriental and nostalgic music to Japanese hearts was followed enhancing more re-
laxed and fragrant atmosphere of the holiday luncheon of forty eight attendants. Mr. Nakashima 
carefully selected suitable music pieces of floral motifs along the Silk Road, by which the Niko 
was brought up far from India finally to China presumably in the seventh century.  The music was 
closed with finales of the familiar Christmas music. Fumio Kohri, adviser to the Garden Club of 
Nagoya made a short speech regarding the episode of how dogwood trees were brought into Ja-
pan. First, he recalled that the dogwood is the club flower of both GCN and CGCC, the sister club 
in Cohasset and reminded the attended members about February 14, 2007, the day when the gar-
den club donated to Nagoya City to have a pair of white and pink dogwood trees planted at Chay-
agasaka Municipal Park as a token of commemoration of the fifth anniversary of the club. He told 

them that the trees have grown up about fifteen feet tall now as if they are symbolizing the steady growth of the club. It was also men-
tioned that two wards in Nagoya as well as City of Ichinomiya, the neighboring city designated the dogwood as their floral trees like 
several other municipalities in the country.  Dogwood trees are now loved by many Japanese citizens and planted in the yards as well 
as lined up along the streets. Despite such popularity, unfortunately, we hardly hear any famous spot for dogwood viewing like cherry 
blossoms. It is because dogwood trees have a very short history of less than one hundred years after landing at Japan’s soil. The first 
40 white dogwood trees were brought to Japan in 1915 by Dr. William Swingle of the US Department of Agriculture as reciprocal 
gifts for Japan’s contribution of 6040 cherry trees to Washington DC and New York City half each in1912.  More gifts were followed 
by Dr. David Fairchild, a US official and famous botanist in Maryland who brought 12 pink dogwoods and many seeds.  Such friendly 
donation of dogwood could be highlighted by the visit of about one hundred American Garden Club members who brought in so many 
dogwood trees and seeds in May 1935 according to an article in Japanese paper at that time. Unfortunately during the World War II, 
few paid any attention to take care of these gifted dogwood trees, eventually at this moment to our regrets it is not clear where are the 
original ones planted in Japan at the very first time of importation. (Except three places to be presumed as the spots where the original 
dogwoods exist nowadays.) Despite such unfortunate circumstances, their off-springs are now well spread nation wide and loved by 
Japanese people like cherry blossoms.    He wished all the attended to be blessed with good health, with a lot of happiness along with 
the further steady growth of the Garden Club of Nagoya in the future and proposed a toast joined by all the participants.   
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D. N. Benson 

172 Forest Avenue 

Cohasset, MA  02025               ���������	
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View from my kitchen window — the berries are ripe! 


